Justice: A Catholic Priority 

Week 3: Exactly What Is a Just Wage?

Read page 1424 in the Catholic Youth Bible: Dangers of Money.

On the attached sheet: Things we Have
Put a check mark beside the items you would have if you were a family on the edge of poverty, wondering if you could pay all your bills this month.


Next, circle the items you would have if you lived in luxury and could buy whatever you wanted. 


After you have completed that, turn the sheet over and read the comments that go with the items on the front page. Take a moment to think about all the everyday things that we take for granted and pray for those who may not have the basic necessities. 

· The Federal poverty level is $ 24,250 a year, for a family of four. The minimum wage is $7.25 an hour, working full time at 40 hours a week. How much would you earn in a year? 

· How much would you have to make an hour to reach $24,250 a year? 

Go on the online and visit the Web site of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops at www.usccb.org. Search for “Labor Issues”, “Social justice issues” or “Minimum Wage”. Chose an article to read and write a few sentences about what it is and what you learned. 

Read pages 219 – 225 in the Catholic Faith Handbook.

1. What is the common good?

2. What are the basic human rights?

3. What is human dignity?

4. What is human solidarity?

5. What problems do you see in your own community that troubles you?

6. What are the global problems that most concern you?

7. What ideas do you have for structuring society so that it would be easier for those who are poor to obtain what the y need for a full life? 

